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♦ 

OONVEKSAZIONB. 

The Council have arranged for a Conversa- 
zione on Wednesday evening, the 13th June, at 
the South Kensington Museum, cards for which 
have been issued. 

Any member who has not received his 
card of invitation should communicate with the 
Secretary without delay. 



Fifteenth Annual Conference. 

The- Fifteenth Annual Conference between 
the Council and the Representatives of the 
Institutions in Union and Local Boards will be 
held on Wednesday, the 13th June, at Twelve 
o'clock, noon. William Hawes, Esq., Chair- 
man of the Council, will preside. 

Secretaries of Institutions and Local Boards 
are requested to send immediately the names, 
of the Representatives appointed to attend the 
Conference, and a copy of the last Report of 
each Institution should be forwarded, by book 
post, without delay. 

The Council will lay before the Conference 
the Secretary's Report of the Proceedings of the 
Union for the past year, and the Results of the 
Examinations, as well as the Programme of Ex- 
aminations for 1867. 

The following suggestions of Subjects for 
Discussion have been received from various 
quarters, it being understood that in putting 
them forward the Council express no opinion 
whatever upon them : — 

T. The scheme of Elementary Examinatioiis : — 
Whether the Society of Arts should continue to furnish 
Elementary papers to Unions and Local Boards, or 
whether it would be better for the Society to confine its 
attention exclusively to the Final Examinations ? 

8. Presuming the outline of the present scheme to be 
retained, whether any modifications in the details should 
be made, such, for instance, as 

(a.) To substitute the terms First and Second Divisions 
for " Higher and Lower Grades," and to award 
first, second and third class Certificates to suc- 
cessflil Candidates. 



(i.) So to arrange the time-table that the Examina- 
tions shall not clash with those of the Science 
and Art Department. 

(e.) That English Grammar be added to the list of 
optional subjects. 

3. What means can be adopted to secure a greater 
number of Female Candidates at the Elementary Exami- 
nations f 

4. Whether the great City Companies and other 
analogous bodies might not be invited to co-operate with 
the Society in promoting the Education of Adults by 
special prizes for competition in subjects with which 
such companies are officially concerned, or among Can- 
didates connected therewith? 

5. Whether the co-operation which already exists 
between this Society and the Royal Horticultural So- 
ciety for the promotion of Education among Gardeners, 
might not be extended to other societies, with a view to 
the better promotion of Education among other classes 
of working men ? 

6. Whether cheaper Text books could not be in some 
cases recommended to Candidates at the Final Exami- 
nations, or whether any means could be adopted for 
enabling them to have ready access to the more ex- 
pensive ones ? 

7. Whether it would be desirable for the Council to 
endeavour to interest the clergy, gentry, and others in 
country districts, in the Society's scheme of Examina- 
tions, by issuing an explanatory address, and directing 
attention to the existence of Local Educational Boards f 

8. How far employers in London and other large 
towns can bo induced to aid the Educational scheme, 
by giving to young men in their employ special en- 
couragement to join the Institution Classes ? 

9. How can Institutions promote competition for the 
Prizes offered by the Society of Arts in Art-Workman- 
ship ? 

10. The possibility of establishing Museums of a simple 
character, to circulate throughout the country, in con- 
nection with Institutions and Evening Schools, on the 
plan adopted by the Science and Art Department for 
Schools of Art. 

11. By what means can the Society of Arts promote 
the erection of suitable buildings for tiie use of Literary 
and Mechanics' Institutes f 

12. In what way can the Society of Arts aid Institu- 
tions in securing the services of gentlemen qualified to 
give popular Lectures on Scientific Subjects ? 

13. Can a Literary Institute be so conducted as to 
provide rational amusement and the means of mental 
improvement for the various classes of society ? And, it 
so, what appliances are necessary for the successful 
working of such an Institute ? 

14. The promotion of athletic exercises, especially in 
the metropolis and other large towns, by establishing 
Gymnasia or otherwise. 

Notice of any other subjects which Institu- 
tions or Local Boards may desire their Repre- 
sentatives to introduce to the notice of the 
Conference should be sent to the Secretary of. 
the Society of Arts. 

■ Representatives of Institutions and Local 
Boards attending the Conference are invited to 
the Society's Conversazione, at the South Ken- 
sington Museum, on the evening of the same 
day (13th June), and will receive cards on ap- 
plication at the Society's House, on the day of 
the Conference. 



